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Celebs quid agam? Hor, 
Jo Mr. TOWN. 


April 5, 1756. 
weyees 2 O mani is a fincerer friend to innocent plea- 
fantry, or more defirous of promoting it, 
sb than myfelf. Raillery of every kind, pro- 
vided it be confined within due bounds, is 
in my opinion an excellent ingredient in 





converfation; and Iam never difpleafed if I can contribute 
to the harmlefs mirth of the company, by being myfelf the 
fubject of it; but in good truth, I have neither a fortune, a 
conftitution, nor a temper that will enable me to chuckle 
and fkake my fides, while I fuffer more from the feftivity 
of my friends, than the fpleen or malice of my enemies 
could poffibly infli€t upon me: nor do I fee any reafon why 
Vor. IL. Xxxx I thould 

















692 The CONNOISSEUR. No, 115. 


I fhould fo far move the mirthful indignation of the ladies, 
as to be teized and worried to death in mere fport, for no 
earthly reafon, but that I am what the world calls, an Old 
Bachelor. 


Tue female part of my acquaintance entertain an odd 
opinion, that a Bachelor is not in fac a rational creature, 
at leaft that he has not the fenfe of feeling in common with 
the reft of mankind; that a Bachelor may be beat like a 
ftock-fith, that you may thruft pins into his legs, and wring 
him by the nofe ; in fhort that you cannot take too many 
liberties with a Bachelor. I am ata lofs to conceive on 
what foundation thefe romping philofophers have grounded 
their hypothefis, though at the fame time Iam a melancholy 
proof of it’s exiftence, as well as of it’s abfurdity. 


A FRIEND of mine whom I frequently vifit, has a wife 
and three daughters, the youngeft of which has perfecuted 
me thefe ten years, Thefe ingenious young ladies have not 
only found out the fole end and purpofe of my being them- 
felves, but have likewife communicated their difcovery to 
all the girls in the neighbourhood. So that if they happen 
at any time to be apprized of my coming (which I take all 
poffible care to prevent) they immediately difpatch half a 
dozen cards to their faithful allies, to beg the favour of 
their company to drink coffee, and help teaze Mr. Ironfide, 
Upon thefe occafions, my entry into the room is fometimes 
obftructed by a cord faftened acrofs the bottom of the door- 
cafe, which as I am a little near-fighted, I feldom difcover 
till it has brought me upon my knees before them. While 
Iam employed in brufhing the duft from my black rollers, 
or chafing my broken thins, my wig is fuddenly conveyed 

away, 
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away, and either ftuffed behind the looking-glafs, or tofled 
from one to the other fo dextroufly and with fuch velocity, 
that after many a fruitlefs attempt to recover it, I am obliged 
to fit down bare-headed, to the great diverfion of the fpec- 
tators. The laft time I found myfelf in thefe diftrefsful 
circumftances, the eldeft girl, a f{prightly mifchievous jade, 
ftepped brifkly up to me, and promifed to reftore my wig, 
if I would play her a tune on a fmall flute fhe held in her 
hand, I inftantly applied it to my lips, and blowing luftily 
into it, to my inconceiveable furprife, was immediately 
choked and blinded with a cloud of foot that iffued from 
every hole in the inftrument. The younger part of the 
company declared I had not executed the conditions, and 
refufed to furrender my wig; but the father who had a 
rough kind of facetioufnefs about him, infifted on it’s being 
delivered up, and protefted that he never knew the Black 
‘foke better performed in his life. 


T aM naturally a quiet inoffenfive animal, and not eafily ruf- 
fled, yet I fhall never fubmit to thefe indignities with patience, 
’till I am fatisfied I deferve them, Even the old maids of my 
acquaintance, who one would think might have a fellow- 
feeling for a brother in diftrefs, confpire with their nieces to 
harrafsand torment me. And it is not many nights fince Mifs 
Diana Grizzle utterly f{poiled the only fuperfine fuit I have 
in the world, by pinning the fkirts of it together with a red- 
hot poker. I own my refentment of this injury was fo ftrong, 
that I determined to punith it by kiffing the offender, which 
in cool blood I fhould never have attempted. The fatisfac- 
tion however which I obtained by this imprudent revenge, 
was much like what a man of honour feels on finding him- 
felf 
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felf run through the body by the fcoundrel who had offended 
him. My upper lip was transfixed with a large corkin pin, 
which in the fcuffle the had conveyed into her mouth, and 
I doubt not that I fhall carry the memorem labris natam 
from an old maid to the grave with me. 


Turse misfortunes, or others of the fame kind, I en- 
counter daily ; but at thefe feafons of the year which give a 
fanétion to this kind of practical wit, and when every man 
thinks he has a right to entertain himfelf at his friend’s ex- 
pence, I live in hourly apprehenfions of more mortifying 
adventures. No miferable dunghill-cock, devoted a victim 


to the wanton cruelty of the mob, would be more terrified 
at the approach of a Shrove-Tuefday, were he endued with 


human reafon and forecaft, than Iam at the approach of a 
merry Chriftmas or the Firft of April. No longer ago than 
laft Thurfdey, which was the latter of thefe feftivals, I was 
peftered with mortifying prefents from the ladies ; obliged 
to pay the carriage of half a dozen oyfter-barrels ftuffed with 
brick-bats, and ten pacquets by the poft containing nothing 
but old news-papers. But what vexed me the moft was the 
being fent fifty miles out of town on that day by a counter- 


feit exprefs from a dying relation. 


I coutp not help reflecting with a figh, on the refem- 
blance between the imaginary grievance of poor Tom in the 
tragedy of Lear, and thofe which I really experienced. I, 
like him, was led through ford and whirlpool, o’er bog and 
quagmire; and though knives were not laid under my pil- 
low, minced horfe-hair was ftrewed upon my fheets; like 
him I was made to ride on a hard trotting horfe, through 
the moft dangerous ways, and found at the end of my jour- 


ney, that I had only been courfing my own fhadow. 


As 
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As much a fufferer as I am by the behaviour of the 
women in general, I muft not forget to remark, that the 
pertnefs and faucinefs of an old maid, is particularly offen- 
five to me. I cannot help thinking that the virginity of thefe 
ancient miffes, is at leaft as ridiculous as my own celibacy. 
If I am to be condemned for having never made an offer, 
they are as much to blame for having never accepted one. 
If I am to be derided for having never married, who never 
attempted to make a conqueft; they are more properly the 
objects of derifion, who are ftill: unmarried after having 
made fo many. Numberlefs are the propofals| they have 
rejected according to their own account ; and they are eter- 
nally boafting of the havock they have. formerly made 
among the knights, baronets, and fquires, at Bath, Tun- 
bridge and Epfom; while a tattered madrigal perhaps, a {nip 
of hair, or the portrait of a cherry-cheeked gentleman in a 
milk-white periwig, are the only remaining proofs of thofe 
beauties which are now withered like the fhort-lived rofe, 
and have only left the virgin thorn remaining. 


Be.reve me, Mr. Town, I am almoft afraid to truft you 
with the publication of this epiftle ; the ladies whom I laft 
mentioned will be fo exafperated on reading it, that I muft 
expect no quarter at their hands for the future, fince they 
are generally as little inclined to forgivenefs in their old age, 
as they were to pity and compaffion in their youth. One 
expedient however is left me, and which, if put in execution, 


will effeCtually fcreen me from their refentment. 


I sar be happy therefore, if by your means I may be 
permitted to inform the ladies, that as fufty an animal as 
they think me, it is not impoffible but by a little gentler 

Vor. II. Yyyy treatment 
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treatment than I have hitherto mict with, I may. be huma- 
nized into a:hufband. «As am inducement to them fo relieve 
me from my prefent uneafy circumftances, you may affure 
them I am rendered fo’exceeding tractable by the very fe- 
vere difcipline 1 have undergone, that they may mould and 
fafhion me to their minds with eafe ; and confequently that 
by marrying me, a woman will fave herfelf all that trouble 
which a wife of any fpirit is obliged to take with an unruly 
hufband, who is abfurd enough to expect from her a ftric& 
performance of the martiage vow, even in the very minute 
atticle of obedience: that fo far from contradicting a lady, 
I thall be mighty well fatisfied if fhe contents herfelf with 
contradicting me: that if I happen at any time inadvertently 
to thwart her inclinations, I thall think myfelf rightly ferved 
if the boxes my ears, fpits in my face, or treads upon my 
corns. That if I approach her-lips when the is not in a 
kiffing humour, I hall expect the will bite me by the nofe; 
or if I take her by the hand at an improper feafon, that the 
will inftantly begin to pinch, fcratch, and claw, and apply 
her fingers to thofe purpofes which they were certainly in- 
tended by nature to fulfil. Add to thefe accomplifhments, 
fo requifite to make the married ftate happy, that I am not 
much turned of fifty, can tie on my cravat, faften a button, 
or mend a hole in my ftocking without any affiftance. 


I am, 
S IR,. 


Your very bumble Servant 


CHRISTQPHER IRONSIDE. 
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